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chiefly on account of its stunted proportions, which
are partly due to the exigencies of the procession
paths, and partly to a miscalculation in engineer-
ing which obliged the builders to prevent the
collapse of the whole edifice by strengthening it
with a solid band of masonry at the base. The
height of the walls of the lowest terrace in the
original project was thus considerably reduced.
Nevertheless, as the master builder imagined it,
with its vast glittering white walls, painted
reliefs, and gilded pinnacles and cupolas, it was
a noble conception worthy of one of the world's
great spiritual Teachers; a poet's dream of India's
heavenly city, Himalaya, the Abode of Snow.
A detailed description of this great architectural
tour de fofce does not come within the scope of
this book. The chief glory of Borobudur now is
its wonderful series of sculptures, extending in
the aggregate for a length of nearly three miles,
and expounding in ordered sequence the mytho-
logy and philosophy of Mahayana Buddhism,
For the devout Buddhist who paced these
sculptured galleries they were illustrated scrip-
tures, which even the most ignorant could read,
telling in living words the life-story and message
of the Master. We have discussed already the
Indian idealised type of Divinity which is repre-
sented on the monument in countless images of
Buddhas ajid BodMsattvas in high and low
relief, sculptured in panels aad placed w nidies